n6                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
Tung Chih died of smallpox at the age of seventeen, his mother, the Empress-Dowager, chose to ignore the fact that his consort, Ah-lu-te, was enceinte, and therefore might soon confer an heir on the deceased sovereign, who would worship his manes according to the prescribed Chinese law.
Secretly intending to retain, at all cost, the power she had wielded for so long, immediately upon the death of her son she sent off a strong detachment of Household troops to the residence of Prince Chun, who had married her younger sister, with orders to bring back to Peking, in an Imperial yellow chair, his infant son.
This child she caused to be proclaimed Emperor under the name of Kwang Hsu, she herself assuming the Regency in his name.
A difficulty now arose from the fact that Kwang Hsu was of the same generation as Tung Chih, and therefore could not worship at his predecessor's tomb.
But Tse Hsi was not to be defeated by so trifling a difficulty. She caused a decree to be published by which it was announced that as soon as a son should be born to Kwang Hsu the child should be proclaimed the posthumously adopted son of Tung Chih, so that it might be in a position to worship his manes.
But alas for man's interferences with the designs of Providence! Kwang Hsu remained childless. This circumstance proved his ruin, for it was made the ground for his enforced abdication in 1898, at the bidding of Ms masterful aunt, who then resumed the reins of government which she had relinquished for a short time when the Emperor came of age,n6                  ' INDISCRETIONS'
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